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GS1 Competition Law Caution
•

GS1 operates under the GS1 Competition Law Caution. Strict compliance with
competition laws is and always has been the policy of GS1.

•

The best way to avoid problems is to remember that the purpose of the group
is to enhance the ability of all industry members to compete more efficiently.

•

This means:

•

-

There shall be no discussion of prices, allocation of customers, or
products, boycotts, refusals to deal, or market share

-

If any participant believes the group is drifting toward impermissible
discussion, the topic shall be tabled until the opinion of counsel can be
obtained.
The full caution is available via the link below, if you would like to read it in its
entirety: gs1-competition-law-caution

•
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Global Migration to 2D

The purpose of this work is to manage the
migration to a future in which 2D barcodes
are pervasively used to enable prioritised
industry use cases in a globallyinteroperable way.
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Global Migration to 2D: Ambition 2027

The initial goal of this work
is to globally enable 2D
barcodes at retail point-ofsale by the end of 2027.
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Why is a migration needed?
• Brands and retailers can take
advantage of more data to solve
new business challenges
• Product packaging contains too
many symbols

• EAN/UPC limits the use cases as
it cannot hold additional data
• Consumers expect quick access
to product information
• 2D symbols can help
accomplish all this
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Global Migration to 2D: Ambition 2027
Now

Transition
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Global Migration to 2D is well underway
•

•

•

Around the world, interest is being
expressed by many of the
communities that GS1 services
(including retail, construction, crossborder trade)
Industry has already made significant
progress toward global alignment
around particular 2D use cases
Unlocking the 2D use case benefits
for retail and fast-moving consumer
goods industries is GS1’s next priority
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Top use cases identified which are enabled by 2D

Inventory
Management

Traceability

Safety

Sustainability

Consumer
Engagement

Improved
Packaging

© GS1 2021

12

USA GS1

Digital Link POC demonstrating
One Barcode, Multiple
Experiences at Multiple
Touchpoints. And working to
2027 sunrise date for all POS
to read 2D

Click
the pins
Brasil
to discover
Wide
range of use
case from Shoes
what countries
to plants to cables
have
started
and more

Switzerland

When scanned at the point of
sale, customers will be alerted
that the product is past its
expiry date and the system
won’t allow the purchase.

China
2D Barcodes are everywhere
and uses range from consumer
engagement, e-commerce,
traceability, expiry dates to job
recruitment and tombstone
eulogies

Russia

Creation of a national
information system enabling
regulatory authorities to monitor
the flow of goods in order to
protect the market against
counterfeit products, improve
tax control and consumer
information

Hong Kong

Consumer friendly code
to enable app-based
product authenticity in a
2D code

Global Migration to 2D
Thailand

Retailers are using GS1
DataMatrix to migrate
proprietary identification to
GTIN and identify the freshness
of prepared meals

Australia

Retailers have implemented
GS1 DataMatrix for variable
measure fresh foods and are
exploring QR Codes with
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Consumers

Solution Provider
workstream
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Solution Provider 2D Focus Group
Offer
•

•

•

Involvement in GS1’s Solution Provider
2D Focus Group means that companies
will have information needed to adapt
their business.
Participants can use what they learn
and leverage GS1 tools to build better,
relevant solutions
This involvement offers an opportunity
to play a major role in modernising
industry
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Solution Provider 2D Focus Group
Benefit
•

•

•

What advantage does our offer
(uniquely) provide?
As a neutral not-for-profit, GS1 is able
to bring together local and global
communities to work together towards
user-driven goals.
This inclusive and collaborative platform
is governed by competition laws that
enable solution providers to share, learn
and grow to better support their
interests -and their customers.

© GS1 2021

16

Solution Provider 2D Focus Group Call to Action

“We’re trying to make
sure that the
consumer gets the
best experience. At
the end of the day,
that’s what it’s all
about.”
-Solution Provider
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Solution Provider 2D Focus Group: Call to Action
Come have a seat at the table and help change the way the world uses data
carriers forever. Join the focus group by using the Link on the next page

•
-

Kick-off: September 15th, 2021 at the GS1 Industry and Standards virtual
event. This is a short-term group < 12 months

Who should join this focus group?

•
-

This group is designed for solution providers and other stakeholders (e.g.,
retailers) across all markets that support on-pack coding solutions.

How will the focus group operate?

•
-

This focus group will operate under the GS1 IP policy in the context of the GS1
ID SMG to bring the solution provider community together to collaborate towards a
shared vision.
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Solution Provider 2D Focus Group Call to Action
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Thank you!

Steven Keddie
Senior Director, GS1 AIDC

steven.keddie@gs1.org
www.gs1.org
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Global Migration to 2D: Timeline
MIGRATION PLAN
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Sector Engagement
Solution Partner Engagement
Brand Marketing Engagement
Standards Work
Technology Readiness
Transition Management
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